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increased to clamorous opposition when he preached his
first sermon, all of his parishioners declaring that they had
not understood a word he said. A petition to the Bishop
was contemplated, and the whole parish was in revolt.
Perfectly aware of the antagonism he had aroused, he
pretended ignorance, visited the people, entertained
lavishly in the old castle where he lived, and gradually
became popular through his tact, his hospitality, constant
cheerfulness, and moderation in the exaction of his tithes.
It was a far cry from the peace of Northumberland to
the stirring events which were now taking place on the
Continent and which were being watched by English
Statesmen with the gravest anxiety. In July France was
at War with Austria and Prussia, and the fall of the French
Monarchy in August was followed by the September
Massacres. The dark clouds of war were gathering heavy
on the horizon.
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